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General Instructions:
1. The Question Paper contains THREE sections.
2. Section A-READING has 18 questions. Attempt a total of 14 questions, as per
specific instructions for each question.
3. Section B-WRITING & GRAMMAR has 12 questions. Attempt a total of 10 questions, as per
specific instructions for each question.
4. Section C-LITERATURE has 30 questions. Attempt 26 questions, as per specific instructions
for each question.
5. All questions carry equal marks.
6. There is no negative marking.
READING
Read the following passage given below
Evolution has designated vultures to be the ultimate scavengers. Enormous wingspans allow them to circle
in the air for hours. Their beaks, while rather horrifying, are weak by bird standards, made to scoop and
eat flesh. However unappealing they may seem, vultures serve an important role in the ecological cycle:
processing the dead bodies of animals.
Only 20 years ago, India had plenty of vultures—flocks so enormous they darkened the skies. But by
1999, their numbers had dropped due to a mysterious kidney ailment. By 2008, 99.9 per cent of India’s
vultures were gone. It was finally discovered that they had been killed by a drug called diclofenac (a pain
reliever along the lines of aspirin or ibuprofen).
Indians revere their cows, and when a cow showed signs of pain, they treated it with diclofenac. After the
animal died, the vultures would eat the corpse. And though they boast perhaps the world’s most efficient
digestive system, vultures cannot digest the drug.
India banned the use of diclofenac for veterinary use in 2006, but it’s still widely used. The nearextinction of vultures has caused disease in the country, as rats and dogs moved in to take their place—
spreading pathogens that would have otherwise been destroyed by the vultures.
Vultures need large ranges to scan for food and undisturbed areas in which to nest. They also need an
abundance of prey species since they rely more on chance than their own hunting skills to eat. All of these
things have been reduced by human activity. Meanwhile, there is a dramatic increase in secondary
poisoning. Vultures feed on carcasses laced with poison, intended to kill jackals or other predatory
carnivores. Or they are poisoned by the lead in animals left behind by hunters.
Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any eight out of ten questions by choosing the
correct option.
Q1 Vultures serve an important role in the ecological cycle as
a. they eat less

b. they process dead bodies of animals
c. they help to maintain food webs
d. they clear grounds with their wings
Q2. Choose the best option that suits the central idea of the paragraph from the given quotes(a) “It is not the strongest species that survive nor the most intelligent; but the one most
responsive to change”. (Charles Darwin)
(b) Death is nature’s way of saying, ” your table is ready”. (Robert Williams)
(c) “Hunger is the best sauce in the world” (Miguel De Cervantes)
(d) “Just remember that it is the bird that suffers and not the hunter”.(George W Bush)
Q3. Which of the following is apt about the writer in the following context- Meanwhile, there is a
dramatic increase in secondary poisoning. Vultures feed on carcasses laced with poison, intended to kill
jackals or other predatory carnivores. Or they are poisoned by the lead in animals left behind by hunters.
1. negligent
2. concerned
3. caring
4. worried
(a) 1 and 3(b) 1 and 4(c) 2 and 4(d) 3 and 4
Q 4. Which of the following is the most suitable title for the passage(a) Mystery of vultures
(b) Survival of the fittest
(c) The Extinct Species
(d) Bird standards
Q 5. The reason behind vultures dying is
(a) they feed on carcasses laced with poison, intended to kill jackals or other predatory carnivores.
(b) they are hunted
(c) they do not get enough food
(d) they are diseased
Q 6. What does the phrase ‘moved in to take their place’ mean in the passage?
(a) contributed in the task
(b) helped them
(c) Replaced them
(d) Removed them

Q7. Why are the vultures beak considered weak?
(a) they are of no use
(b) they are meant to scoop and eat flesh only
(c) they are used to kill their prey
(d) none of them
Q 8. The author attempts to make the readers ______ through this write-up.

(a) concerned
(b) inspired
(c) awakened
(d) aware
Q 9. What is an interesting fact given in the passage about the vultures?
(a) they eat corpse
(b) they cannot digest drugs
(c) they are enormous
(d) they have weak beaks
Q 10. Choose the option that correctly states the two meanings of ‘boast’ as used in the passage1. to brag about oneself
2. to exaggerate
3. to talk very proudly
4. to show off
(a) 2 and 3(b) 1 and 2(c) 3 and 4(d) 1 and 3
II. Read the passage given below:
1.The other day, I had avery different experience in class.with the classes moving from online to offline
mode nearly after a year.I asked my students what lessons they had drawn from the crisis
2.Confused but confident ,the student gave vent to their feelings and shared their observation.Man is a
speck on this planet andshould not brag about his achievements,was the observation of a student.All the
wealth that man would gather by fair and foul means failed to save him.But the irony was that he believed
that he had unlimited powers and could do anything.a tiny virus had ravaged the most developed nations
in the worls and brought them to their knees,depriving them of victulas,drinks,liberty and social
connectivity,he added to corroborate his statement.
3.Another student brought the virtue versus sin theory to explain why the corona virus had visited us ! The
statement had a spiritual ring to it,but it also attracted censure.the debate was about to degenerate into an
unnecessary controversy when a student rose to put things in a specific perspective.Since mankind had
ravaged the ecosystem for its insatiable greed ,the pandemic was a direct consequence of it,he
explained.further ,if it did not stop ,humans would soon face an existential threat.

4.The whole class threw its weight behind the statement of its classmate and also pledged to protect nature
for itself and for posterity.Another student hailed the health and frontline workers.Elaborating her point
,she said the brave community of frontline workers has risen above the petty considerations of caste creed
and religion to nip the virus.They put their lives at risk to save the lives of others.Together we could take
on any challenge was her observation.

5.Another student talkedabout how humanity had risen to the occasion to provide succour to those who
were rendered penniless during the pandemic: how the privileged took care of the underprivileged and
how the blessed offered help to unfortunate.
6.What she tried to convey and convince her classmates was that brotherhood of mankind could
strengthen if the rich would open their purse strings for the poor.
7. Human spirit was indomitable and could surmount eveery crisis was the observation of another
student.No virus could beat and defeat man if he was determined to achieve victory against it.Human
resilience could help overcome stiffest challenges,he said.
8. Listening to my young students ,I had to be onvinced that the coronavirus had indeed taught us
invaluable lessons.We need to imbibe them better in our lives !
On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer any Six outof the Eight questions
given below by choosing the most appropriate option:
11. How did the author have a very different experience?
i) The classes were moving from offline to online after many years.
ii) The classes were moving from online to offline nearly after one year.
iii) His students had learnt new lessons from the coronavirus.
iv) He had been hit by coronavirus.
12. Choose the correct option that lists the observations of corona period shared by the students.
i) Man is a speck on this planet.
Ii) The man has unlimited power.
iii) Man should not brag about his achievements.
iv) Only wealth can save man.
a) i and iiib) ii and iv c) i and iid) i and iv
13. Pick the option that lists the set of statement which are NOT TRUE.
i) A tiny virus had ravaged even the most developed nations in the world.
ii) The virus had deprived the nations of victuals.
iii) The virus had deprived the students of online studies.
iv) The virus had forced the people to avoid social distancing.
a) i and ii ( b) ii and iii
(c) iii and iv
d) ii and iv
14. With which view did the whole class agree regarding the visit of coronavirus? Pick the correct
set of options
i) Coronavirus has visited us due to the ecosystem ravaged by us
ii) Coronavirus has visited us due to our insatiable greed.
iii) Coronavirus has visited us due to increased sins on the earth.
iv)Coronavirus has visited us to expose China.
a) i and iii (b) ii and iii
(c) i and iv
(d) i and ii
15. The brotherhood of mankind can strengthen if ------------

a) the rich help the poor with money.
b) the mighty dominate the weak.
c) the rich rule the poor.
d) the mighty defeat the weak.
16. During the painful period of the pandemic, the human spirit was --Choose the correct set of options.
i) submissive
ii) weak
ii) unbeatable
iv) indomitable
a) i and ii (b) ii and iii (c) iii and iv
(d) i and iv
17. What has Corona taught us all?
i) Man has complete power and should brag about his achievements.
ii) Only wealth can save man.
iii) The privileged should take care of the underprivileged.
iv) Man has to stop his insatiable greed to survive on the earth.
a) i and ii (b) iii and iv
(c) ii and iv
(d) i and iv
18. Which word in the passage means, ‘impossible to satisfy’?
a) virtue (b) censure (c) degenerate (d) insatiable
GRAMMAR AND WRITING
GRAMMAR
III. Answer any five out of the six questions by selecting the most appropriate option foreach.
19. Identify the tense for the sentence from the options given below:
I think you are new to this place.
a) Present Indefinite (b) Past Indefinite (c) Present Perfect
(d) Future Indefinite.
20. One of my books ----------- missing from my bag.
a) is
(b) has
(c) have
(d) are
21. I spent ------------- money I had.
a) a little (b) few (c) the little

(d) little

22. She said, “ I have completed my work.”
a) She said that she has completed her work.
b) She said that she has completed your work.
c) She said that she have completed her work.
d) She said that she had completed her work.
23. All the vehicle ---- stop at a red traffic light.
a) can
(b) must
(c) may
(d) ought to

24. Loveya --------- the Student of the Year award last year.
a) win (b) won (c) has won
(d) winning
WRITING
IV. Answer any five out of the six questions given, with reference to the context below:
25. If you are writing a letter to the Repairs Department for a Television purchased, how would you
begin your letter?
a) Dear Manager
(b) Hi (c) Dear Sir/Madam
(d) Dear all
26. When you are writing a formal letter, what information might you need?
a) Date (b) Name (c) Address
(d) All of these
27. If you are writing a letter of complaint, how do you sign off your letter?
a) Cheers (b) Yours Sincerely ( c) Yours Obediently (d) Any of these
28. Formal letters produce immediate effect because they are:
a) interesting (b) formal (c) informal (d) brief
29. Which part of the letter contains the writer’s address and date?
a) Opening (b) Body (c) Salutation (d) None of these
30. Before you start a letter, the most important thing to think about is:
a) Who is going to write it.
(b) Who is going to read it.
c) Who is going to deliver it. (d) Who is going to post it.
LITERATURE
This section has sub-section – V, VI, VII, VIII, & IX. There are a total of 30 questions in this
section. Attempt any 26 questions from the sub–sections V to IX.
V. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow:
122It is from these comrades in the struggle I learnt the meaning of courage. Time and again, I have seen
men and women risk and give their lives for an idea. I have seen men stand up to attacks and torture
without breaking, showing strength and resilience that defies the imagination.
(Nelson Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom)
31 . Who are referred to as ‗comrades‘ here?
(a) People of South Africa.
(b) People who risked their lives for freedom.
(c) People who stood with the speaker.
(d) People who marched with the speaker

32. The word which comes closest in the meaning of ’companion‘ is
(a) risk
(b) struggle
(c) men
(d) comrade
33. The meaning of courage according to the speaker is:
(a) the ability to struggle
(b) the ability to learn
(c) the ability to overcome fear
(d) the ability to bear torture
34. The men and women of South Africa risked their lives to:
(a) struggle
(b) torture without breaking
(c) get freedom from apartheid
(d) resilience
35. According to the lesson what does Nelson Mandela mean by ―defies the imagination‖?
(a) Men and women risking and giving their lives
(b) Patriots withstanding so much oppression and brutality without being broken.
(c) Both a and b
(d) the dignitaries who came to attend the inauguration
VI. Read the below given extract and answer the following questions:
Sometimes, when Peggy was asking Wanda those questions in that mocking polite voice, Maddie felt
embarrassed and studied the marbles in the palm of her hand, rolling them around and saying nothing
herself. Not that she felt sorry for Wanda, exactly. She would never have paid any attention to Wanda
ifPeggy hadn‘t invented the dresses game. But suppose Peggy and all the others started in on her next?
Shewasn‘t as poor as Wanda, perhaps, but she was poor. Of course, she would have more sense than to
say shehad a hundred dresses. Still she would not like for them to begin on her. She wished Peggy would
stopteasing Wanda Petronski.
36. Why did Maddie feel embarrassed when Peggy teased Wanda?
(a) She herself has become the target
(b) Wanda was her sister
(c) Wanda was her friend
(d) She was also poor like Wanda and could be a target
37. What did Maddie want Peggy to do?
(a) To make fun of Wanda
(b) To be friends with Wanda
(c) To stop making fun of Wanda
(d) To stop waiting for Wanda
38. Find the word which means the same as ‗ashamed or humiliated ‘.
(a) Embarrassed

(b) Mocking
(c) Teased
(d) Invented
39. What is the difference between Maddie and Wanda?
(a) Wanda was poor and Maddie was rich
(b) Maddie is brilliant and Wanda is lazy
(c) Wanda is introvert and Maddie is extrovert
(d) Maddie was not that poor as Wanda was
40.What was Wanda‘s full name?
(a) Wanda Polenski
(b) Wanda Petronski
(c) Wanda Patrick
(d) Wanda Polish
VII.Read the below given extract and answer the following questions:
The way a crow
Shook down on me
The dust of snow
From a hemlock tree
Has given my heart
A change of mood
And saved some part
Of a day I had rued
41. Of the many symbols of the hemlock tree represents, choose the one that Frost drew upon in all
likelihood, for this poem.
a) longevity (b) togetherness (c) healing
(d) protection
42. Choose the option that lists the possible feelings of the poet prior to the experience shared in the
poem.
1) disappointed (2) reassured (3) demotivated (4) disheartened
a) 1,2 & 3 (b) 1,3 &4
(c) 2,3&4 (d) 1,2 & 4
43. identify the option that does not use the word ‘rue’ correctly.
a) The film was a disaster and he rued his decision to act in.
b) I am sure she rued the day she listened to a fortune-teller.
c) It wasn’t long before I rued my disobedience and my deceit.
d) Others finally rue the one who is dishonest and heartless.
44. Synecdoche is a poetic device that uses a part to represent the whole. E.g.
That’s a great set of wheels! (Set of wheels has been used for car.)
Pick an example of synecdoche from the poem.
a) Has given my heart/ A change of mood.
b) the way a crow/ Shook down on me.
c) The dust of snow / From a hemlock tree.

d) And saved some part / Of a day I had rued.
45. Choose the option showing the reason NOT corresponding with “… a crow/Shook down on
me/The dust of snow”.
a) The crow’s landing on the branch of the tree.
b) The shivering of the crow, due to the cold.
c) The readjustment of position of the crow on the branch.
d) The cawing of the crow hidden in the foliage.
VIII. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow:
During the excitement, I helped the chauffeur to bring out the beds, toys, cushion, coats and bowls, none
of which had been used. As the car moved away, Mrs. Pumphrey leaned out of the window. Tear shown in
her eyes. Her lips trembled. ―Oh, Mr. Herriot, she cried, ―how can I ever thank you? This is a triumph
of surgery!
46. Who is a chauffeur?
(a) A waiter at restaurant
(b) A driver
(c) A cook
(d) A wood cutter
47. Mrs. Pumphrey cried in the end because of the
(a) Transformation of her body
(b) Transformation of her pet
(c) Transformation of her car
(d) Transformation of her house
48. Mrs. Pumphrey thanked the doctor
(a) For making her pet fat
(b) For making her pet slower
(c) For making her pet eat more
(d) None of these
49. What does the word ‗Triumph‘ mean in ―A Triumph of Surgery?
(a) Defeat
(b) Victory
(c) Consolation
(d) Failure
50. How would you describe Mrs. Pumphrey?
(a) Loving
(b) Intelligent
(c) Rational
(d) Over-doing
IX .Attempt the following:
51. If the word ―resolution‖ in the story is to be replaced by another word, it would be
(a) Prolonging
(b) Continuation
(c) Firmness
(d) Deadlock

52. The young seagull‘s mother did not take the food within his reach because
a) She did not love him
b) She wanted him to dive at the food
c) She wanted him to die of hunger
d) She wanted to tease him
53.The narrator followed the strange aeroplane like
a) A faithful friend
b) An obedient child
c) A subordinate
d) An invigilator
54.Who was the long awaited friend of Anne?
a) Margot
b) Kitty
c) Anne‘s grandmother
d) Anne‘s father
55.Who secretly disliked how Wanda was being treated?
(a) Peggy
(b) Maddie
(c) Jake
(d) Cecile
56. The poet was in ________ mood.
(a) Sad and gloomy
(b) Delighted
(c) Positive
(d) Energetic
57. What can help establishing peace on the earth?
a) Mutual Understanding
b) Greed
c) Passion
d) Healthy Environment
58. According to the poet, what is the child learning?
(a) to bear loss
(b) to take care of things
(c) to bear responsibilities
(d) to be careful
59.A queer way to earn money‖. What is the meaning of the word ―queer?
a) Famous
b) Strange
c) Rare
d) Illegal
60. “The two boys started in surprise at the fresh muddy imprints of a pair of _____

(a) tyres
(b) shoes
(c) bare feet
(d) none of the above
**************************************************************************
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English Language & Literature (184)
MARKING SCHEME (Term 1)
Class – X
Max. Marks 40

I. (any 8)
Q1. b) they process dead bodies of animals.
Q2. a) It is not the strongest species that survive nor the most intelligent; but the one most responsive to
change! (Charles Darwin).
Q3. c) 2 &4
Q4. b) survival of the fittest.
Q5. a) they feed on carcasses laced with poison, intended to kill jackals or other predatory Carnivorous.
Q6. c) replaced them.
Q7. b) they are meant to scoop and eat flesh only.
Q8. d) aware..
Q9. b) they can not digest drugs.
Q10. b) 1 & 2

II. (any 6)
Q11. b) ii & iii.
Q12. a) i& iii.
Q13. c) iii & iv.
Q14. d) i& ii.
Q15. a) the rich help the poor with money.
Q16. c) iii & iv.
Q17. b) iii & iv.
Q18. insatiable.

III. (any 5)
Q19. a) Present Indefinite.

Q20. a) is
Q21. c) the little
Q22. d) she said that she had completed her work.
Q23. b) must .
Q24. b) won

IV. (any 5)
Q25. c) Dear Sir/Madam
Q26. d) All of these
Q27. b) Yours Sincerely
Q28. d) brief
Q29. a) opening.
Q30. b) who is going to read it.
LITERATURE
V.
Q31. b) people who risked their lives for freedom.
Q32. d) comrade.
Q33. c) the ability to overcome fear.
Q34. c) get freedom from apartheid.
Q35. b) patriots withstanding so much.

VI.
Q36. d) she was also poor like Wanda and could be a target
Q37. c) to stop making fun of Wanda
Q38. a) embarrassed
Q39. d) Maddie was not that poor as Wanda was.
Q40. b) Wanda Petronski.
VII.
Q41. c) healing.

Q42. b) 1,3,4
Q43. d) others finally rue the one who is dishonest and heartless.
Q44. a) Has given my heart/A change of mind.
Q45. d) The cawing of the crow hidden in the foliage.

VIII.
Q46. b) a driver
Q47. b) transformation of her pet
Q48. d) None of these
Q49. b) victory
Q50. d) overdoing
IX.
Q51. c) firmness
Q52. b) she wanted him to dive at the food.
Q53. b) an obedient child.
Q54. b) kitty
Q55. b) Maddie
Q56. a) sad and gloomy.
Q57. a) Mutual understanding.
Q58. a) to bear responsibilities.
Q59. b) strange
Q60. c) bare feet.
*************************************************************************************

English Language & Literature (184)
Sample Question Paper (Term 1)
Class – X
Max. Marks 40

Time: 90 Minutes.
General Instructions:
1. The Question Paper contains THREE sections.
2. Section A-READING has 18 questions. Attempt a total of 14 questions, as per
specific instructions for each question.
3. Section B-WRITING & GRAMMAR has 12 questions. Attempt a total of 10 questions, as per specific
instructions for each question.
4. Section C-LITERATURE has 30 questions. Attempt 26 questions, as per specific instructions for each
question.
5. All questions carry equal marks.
6. There is no negative marking.

READING
I) Read the following passage:1. Happiness doesn't mean just to feel good. A review of hundreds of studies have found compelling
evidence that happier people have better overall health and live longer than their less happy peers.
Anxiety, depression, pessimism and a lack of enjoyment of daily activities have all been found to be
associated with higher rates of disease and shorter life spans.
2. Having a network of social connections or high levels of social support has been shown to increase our
immunity to infection, lower our risk of heart disease and reduce mental decline as we get older. Our
emotions affect our long- term wellbeing. Research shows that experiencing positive emotions in a 3-to-1
ratio with negative ones leads to a tipping point beyond which we naturally become more resilient to
adversity and better able to achieve things.
3. Harvard School of Public Health examined 200 separate research studies on psychological wellbeing
and cardiovascular health. Optimism and positive emotion were found to provide protection against
cardiovascular disease, to slow progression of heart disease and reduce risk, by around 50%, of
experiencing a cardiovascular event, such as a heart attack.
4. Recent research has shown that an 8-week mindfulness meditation class can lead to structural brain
changes including increased grey-matter density in the hippocampus, known to be important for learning
and memory, and in structures associated with self-awareness, compassion and introspection-People who
are optimistic tend to be happier, healthier and cope better in tough times. Our happiness influences the
people we know and the people they know.
5. Western neuroscience has now confirmed what Eastern wisdom has known for a long time. Happiness
is a skill we can learn. Happiness, compassion and kindness are the products of skills that can be learned
and enhanced through training, thanks to the neuroplasticity of our brains.

6. When we give to others it activates the areas of the brain associated with pleasure, social connection
and trust. Altruistic behaviour releases endorphins in the brain and boosts happiness for us as well as the
people we help. Studies have shown that giving money away tends to make people happier than spending
it on themselves.
7. Most people think that if they become successful, then they'll be happy. But recent discoveries in
psychology and neuroscience show that this formula is backward: Happiness fuels success, not the other
way around. When we're positive, our brains are more motivated, engaged, creative, energetic, resilient,
and productive.
Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any eight out of the ten questions by
choosing the correct option.
Q1. Experiencing positive emotions in a 3-to-1 ratio with negative ones increases:
a)our ability to withstand adversities
b) mental decline
c) heart diseases
d)depression
Q2. Our happiness influences:
a) only ourselves
b) only others
c) the people we know
d) no one
Q3. Cardiovascular disease and heart attacks can be reduced by around 50% through:
a) optimism
b) positive emotions
c) psychological wellbeing
d) all of the above
Q4. Which of the following is NOT true:
a) happiness fuels success
b) health fuels happiness
c) happiness is a skill
d) success fuels happiness
Q5. Which of the following is NOT true when we engage our brain in positive act.
a) motivated
b) creative
c) resilient
d) unproductive
Q6. Studies show people are happier when they:
a) Spend money on themselves

b) give money away
c) have no money
d) have money
Q7. What are associated with higher rates of disease and shorter life spans?
a) Anxiety
b) depression
c) lack of enjoyment of daily activities
d) all of the above
Q.8. What does release endorphins in the brain?
a) pessimism
b) Altruistic behaviour
c) negative emotion
d) unhappiness
Q9. Find the word in the passage which is the antonyms of the word ' indifference'.(para 5):
a) happiness
b) enhanced
c) wisdom
d) compassion
Q10. Find the word in the passage which means the same as: a person able to withstand or
quickly from difficult conditions, (para 2):
a) older
b) resilient
c) decline
d) None of the above

recover

II) Read the following passage carefully.
Global weather is warming leading to Arctic meltdown. This is primarily a result of the greenhouse effect
caused by too much carbon dioxide in the atmosphere which acts as a blanket, trapping heat and warming
the plant. Burning of fossil fuels like coal, oil and natural gas for energy cutting down and burning forests
to create pastures and plantations leads to carbon accumulation. Refrigeration and air conditioning and
certain agricultural practices also aggravate the problem by releasing additional potent global warming
gases such as methane and nitrous oxide. Over the last century, global average temperature has increased
by more than 1.0º F. A warming would also have the potential to change rainfall and snow patterns,
increase droughts and severe storms, reduce lake ice cover, melt glaciers, increase sea levels and change
plant and animal behaviour. The impact of global warming on our planet is extremely serious and if this
problem is not talked on an urgent basis it will lead to melting of polar ice caps leading to an increase in
sea level drowning coastlines and slowly submerging continents. Our generation needs to give a healing
touch to the earth which we have ourselves made sick.

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any six out of the eight questions by
choosing the correct option.
Q11. Global warming is a result of:
a) warm planet.
b) trapped heat.
c) greenhouse effect.
d) carbon dioxide.
Q12. Carbon accumulation is caused by:
a) burning of fossil fuel.
b) burning forests.
c) burning natural gas.
d) all the above
Q13. The word in the passage which means the same as 'to make worse‘ is:
a) potent
b) severe
c) aggravate
d) accumulation
Q14. According to the pie chart the main greenhouse gas emissions is by:
a) power stations.
b) industries.
c) transportation fuel.
d) land use.
Q15. A warming world DOES NOT:
a) increase droughts.
b) reduce lake ice cover.
c) create pastures.
d) melt glaciers.
Q16. Gases like methane and nitrous oxide are released by:
a) greenhouse effect.

b) fossil fuel burning.
c) some agricultural practices.
d) changing snow patterns.
Q17) It is evident from the pie chart that almost 40% of greenhouse gas emissions are caused by:
a) Power stations and industries.
b) Agriculture and fossil fuel retrieval.
c) Water disposal and treatment and industries.
d) Agricultural and water disposal.
Q18) If global warming is not tackled on an urgent basis it will lead to:
a) melting of polar ice caps.
b) submergence of continents.
c) drowning coastlines.
d) all the above
GRAMMAR and WRITING
GRAMMAR
III. Answer any five out of the six questions by selecting the most appropriate option for each.
Q19. If he ……….. for the examination he would not have failed.
a) prepared
b) prepares
c) had prepared
d) was preparing
Q20. The steps are slippery. Be careful lest you ……… fall.
a) should
b) shall
c) could
d) might
Q21. The jury ……….. divided in their opinion.
a) has
b) have
c) was
d) were
Q22. ……….. friends he had, left him, when he became poor.
a) Few
b) The few
c) Any
d) A few
Q23. Which option displays the correct change of the following to reported speech?
Sheela said to Sarla," Where did you keep my books?"

a) Sheela asked Sarla where she had kept my books.
b) Sheela said Sarla that where she had kept her books.
c) Sheela asked Sarla where she had kept her books.
d) Sheela asked Sarla that where she had kept her books.
Q24. Which option displays the correct change of the following to reported speech?
Pinki said, " Hurrah! I have passed."
a)
b)
c)
d)

Pinki said that she had passed.
Pinki exclaimed with joy that she had passed.
Pinki asked joyfully that she had passed.
Pinki exclaimed with sorrow that she had passed.
WRITING

IV. Answer any five out of the six questions given, with reference to the context below.
Complete the letter to the Editor of The Hindu‘, New Delhi, about the scarcity of water in your locality
suggesting ways to improve the position of water supply. You are Kunal/Karuna of Ghaziabad. 522,
Railway Colony Ghaziabad
522, Railway Colony
Ghaziabad
29th September , 2021
(i) ___________
___________
___________
Subject: Poor Water Supply
Sir
(ii)___________________________________________, I wish to draw your attention towards the water
supply in our colony. There is a great scarcity of water in our colony. We‘re supplied water for only 3-4
hours in the whole day. The pressure at that time is so low that it is very difficult to finish the chores in
time. Moreover, sometimes (iii)______________________which is unfit for use. Most of the times, there
is a powercut also at the same hours when water is supplied which affects us a lot.
So,(iv) ____________________________ to improve the quality of water supplied in our area and
increase the hours of supply so that the residents of our area do not face the problem. Everyone is aware
that water is our basic necessity and we cannot do without it. I hope (v) ______________ will be taken by
the authorities at the earliest.
Thanking you.

Yours truly
(vi) _____________

Choose the correct option to fill the blanks:
Q25. (i)
a) The Hindu
The Editor
New Delhi
b) The Editor
The Hindu
New Delhi
c) New Delhi
The Editor
The Hindu
d) The Editor
New Delhi
The Hindu
Q26. (ii)
a)Through the columns of your esteemed newspaper
b) In the columns of your esteemed newspaper
c) By the columns of your esteemed newspaper
d) From the columns of your esteemed newspaper
Q27. (iii)
a) the water supplied is cold and icy.
b) the water supplied is hot and warm
c) the water supplied is dirty and unclean
d) the water supplied is clean and clear
Q28.(iv)
a) I request the government concerned
b) I request the authorities concerned
c) I request the police concerned
d) I request the minister concerned

Q29. (v)
a) some positive actions
b) some positive things
c) many positive action
d) any positive idea
Q30.(vi)
a) Amit/Amita
b) Sumit/ Smita
c) Rajiv/Raji
d) Kunal/Karuna

LITERATURE
This section has sub-sections – V, VI, VII, VIII & IX. There are a total of 30 questions in
this section. Attempt any 26 questions from the sub-sections V to IX.
V. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:
The following Sunday Lencho came a bit earlier than usual to ask if there was a letter for him. It was the
postman himself who handed the letter to him while the postmaster, experiencing the contentment of a
man who has performed a good deed, looked on from his office. Lencho showed not the slightest surprise
on seeing the money; such was his confidence—but he became angry when he counted the money. God
could not have made a mistake, nor could he have denied Lencho what he had requested. Immediately,
Lencho went up to the window to ask for paper and ink. On the public writing-table, he started to write,
with much wrinkling of his brow, caused by the effort he had to make to express his ideas. When he
finished, he went to the window to buy a stamp which he licked and then affixed to the envelope with a
blow of his fist.
Q31. Why did the postmaster look contented?
a) seeing Lencho at the post office
b) a postman handed the letter to Lencho
c) he had been able to helpLencho
d) seeing Lencho‘s faith in God
Q32. Why was Lencho angry when he counted the money?
a) the amount was less than he had asked.
b) God had denied Lencho his request.
c) his confidence was shaken.
d) God had made a mistake.

Q33. Why was Lencho not surprised on seeing the money in the envelope?
a) he was too sad to acknowledge it
b) he had unwavering faith in God
c) he was an ungrateful man
d) none of the above
Q34. Which word does 'wrinkling‘ not correspond to?
a) pursue
b) scrunch
c) contract
d) crease
Q35. Choose the characteristic displayed by the postmaster when he decided not to shake Lencho‘s faith
in God:
a) Encouragement
b) goodness
c) liberality
d) sympathy
VI. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow:
But that night she could not get to sleep. She thought about Wanda and her faded blue dress and the little
house she had lived in. And she thought of the glowing picture those hundred dresses made — all lined up
in the classroom.
Q36. Who does 'she‘ refer to?
a) Peggy
b) Ms Mason
c) Wanda
d) Maddie
Q37. What are the hundred dresses?
a) Wanda‘s dresses
b) Wanda‘s dress designs for the contest
c) Peggy‘s dresses
d) Peggy and Wanda‘s dresses
Q38. Why were the hundred dresses ….all lined up in the classroom?
a) It was an apparel exhibition
b) It was a drawing contest
c) It was a display of Wanda‘s dress designs
d) It was a sale of designer dresses

Q39. Why could 'she' not get any sleep?
a) She was already missing her friend Wanda
b) She suffered from pangs of remorse
c) She had made fun of Wanda
d) None of the above
Q40. Which of the following does not describe ―the glowing picture of those hundred dresses made —
all lined up in the classroom?
a) exquisite
b) beautiful
c) crude
d) awesome
VII. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow:
Some say in ice.
From what I‘ve tasted of desire
I hold with those who favor fire.
Q41. What does the poet compare fire with?
a) hatred
b) desire
c) hot
d) both 1 and 3
Q42. Name the poetic device used in the line "I hold with those who favour fire".
a) assonance
b) alliteration
c) none
d) both
Q43. Name the poetic device used in the line "some say the world will end in fire".
a) metaphor
b) imagery
c) alliteration
d) oxymoron
Q44. The poem is a …………….., put across by the poet.
a)a powerful warning
b) a heart-felt apology
c) earnest appeal
d) vengeful threat
Q45. Pick the option that is NOT TRUE about the poet according to the extract. The poet
a) is inclined to believe that the world would most likely end with fire.
b) has heard divided opinions about the way the world would end in all likelihood.

c) preaches love and kindness to combat the spread of hate among all.
d) declares the power of ice to be as destructive as that of fire.

VIII. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow:
"If you can cook, then maybe I can feed you." He took me to his room over the Jumna Sweet Shop and
told me I could sleep on the balcony. But the meal I cooked that night must have been terrible because
Anil gave it to a stray dog and told me to be off. But I just hung around, smiling in my most appealing
way, and he couldn‘t help laughing."
Q46. Which one of the following statements is true about the terms of employment?
a) The young boy would cook for Anil and get a fixed monthly salary.
b) The young boy would cook and would get to live in Anil‘s residence.
c) The young boy would cook without being paid but get to eat his meals with Anil.
d) The young boy would cook without pay but would get to stay with Anil and also get his meals.
Q47. "He took me to his room over the Jumna Sweet Shop". What kind of a residence was it? Choose the
most appropriate one.
a) Modest
b) Luxurious
c) Ascetic
d) Regal
Q48. He couldn‘t help laughing.‘ Why did Anil laugh?
a) He was mocking at the young boy.
b) He was amused at the young boy‘s effort to please him by smiling.
c) He was tickled by a joke cracked by the young boy about his cooking.
d) He was being entertained by the young boy‘s effort to cook.
Q49. Pick the option that showcases the usage of 'terrible' as in the extract.
a) He had suffered terrible injuries.
b) You look terrible, you‘d better sit down.
c) Your driving is terrible!
d) The storm was terrible and caused a lot of damage.
Q50. The author uses the idiom "to be off". Choose the option that does not correspond to the given use of
the idiom in the extract.
a) I must be off if I want to take the next bus.
b) Ask the driver to stop the bus so we can get off.
c) If you don‘t need me anymore, I‘ll be off.
d) I‘d never let an 11-year-old kid go off on his own

IX. Attempt the following.
Q51. What does the phrase 'epistemology of loss’ refer to?
a) Loss of worldly things.
b) Loss of relationships.
c) The knowledge of how to stand up against thesense of lost things.
d) All of them
Q52. "He became furious if anyone entered his room‘…This shows that Griffin
a) was shy
b) was secretive
c) was a private person
d) Had something to hide.
Q53. What did Tricki do when he saw MrsPumphrey?
a) took off from arms of Mr Herriot
b) sailed to MrsPumphrey‟s lap
c) he licked MrsPumphrey;s face
d) All the above
Q54. “We have achieved our political emancipation.” What is the meaning of emancipation?
a) freedom from restriction
b) enslavement
c) slavery
d) both 2 and 3
Q55. When the pilot of the black aeroplane asked the narrator to follow him, in which direction did he
turn the aeroplane?
a)
b)
c)
d)

South
North
East
West

Q56. How did Anne justify her being talkative in the essay?
a) she discussed the subject topics in class
b) it is a habit
c) it is an inherited trait from her mother and you can’t do much about it
d) the class is boring
Q57. What does “Dust of Snow” represent?

a) healing power of nature
b) particles of snow
c) cool weather
d) none of the above
Q58. Where should the tiger hide himself?
a) behind the tree
b) in the shadow
c) in the house
d) in the jungle
Q59. Why was the young seagull afraid to fly?
a) he was a coward
b) hewas afraid his wings will not support him
c) he was afraid that everyone would judge him
d) both 1 and 2
Q60. What tells you that Peggy wasn’t cruel?
a) protected small children from bullies
b) couldn’t stand animals getting mistreated
c) did not make Wanda cry
d) all of the above
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I) (Any 8)
Q1.a)our ability to withstand adversities
Q2. c) the people we know
Q3. d) all of the above
Q4. d) success fuels happiness
Q5. d)unproductive
Q6. b)give money away
Q7. d) all of the above
Q8. b)Altruistic behavior
Q9. d) compassion
Q10. b)resilient
II) (Any 6)
Q11. c)greenhouse effect.
Q12.d)all the above
Q13. c)aggravate
Q14. a)power stations.
Q15.c)create pastures.
.
Q16. c)some agricultural practices.

Q17) a) Power stations and industries.
Q18) d) all the above
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III. (Any five)
Q19. c) had prepared
Q20. a) should
Q21. d)were
Q22. b) The few
Q23. c) Sheela asked Sarla where she had kept her books.
Q24. b) Pinki exclaimed with joy that she had passed.
.
WRITING
IV. ( Any 5)
Q25. (i) b)The Editor
The Hindu
New Delhi

Q26. (ii) a)Through the columns of your esteemed newspaper
Q27. (iii)c)the water supplied is dirty and unclean
Q28.b)I request the authorities concerned
Q29. (v)a) some positive actions
Q30.(vi) d)Kunal/Karuna

LITERATURE
(Any 26 from the sub-sections – V, VI, VII, VIII & IX.)
V.
Q31. c)he had been able to help Lencho
Q32. a) the amount was less than he had asked. .
Q33. b) he had unwavering faith in God
Q34.a)pursue
Q35.b)goodness

VI.
Q36. d) Maddie
Q37. b)Wanda‘s dress designs for the contest
Q38. c)It was a display of Wanda‘s dress designs
Q39. b) She suffered from pangs of remorse
Q40. c)crude
VII.
Q41.b)desire
Q42. d)both
Q43.b)imagery
Q44. a) a powerful warning
Q45. c)preaches love and kindness to combat the spread of hate among all.

VIII.
Q46.d) The young boy would cook without pay but would get to stay with Anil and also get his
meals.
Q47. a)Modest
Q48. b) He was amused at the young boy‘s effort to please him by smiling..
Q49. d) The storm was terrible and caused a lot of damage.
Q50. b) Ask the driver to stop the bus so we can get off.
IX.
Q51. c) The knowledge of how to stand up against the sense of lost things.
Q52. d) Had something to hide.
Q53. d) All the above
Q54.a)freedom from restriction
Q55. b) North
Q56. c) it is an inherited trait from her mother and you can’t do much about it.
Q57. a) healing power of nature
Q58. b) in the shadow
Q59. b) he was afraid his wings will not support him
Q60. d) all of the above
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General Instructions:
1. The Question Paper contains THREE sections.
2. Section A-READING has 18 questions. Attempt a total of 14 questions, as per
specific instructions for each question.
3. Section B-WRITING & GRAMMAR has 12 questions. Attempt a total of 10
questions, as per specific instructions for each question.
4. Section C-LITERATURE has 30 questions. Attempt 26 questions, as per specific
instructions for each question.
5. All questions carry equal marks.
6. There is no negative marking.
READING
I.On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY EIGHT questions from the ten
that follow.
(1) Have you ever failed at something so miserably that the thought of attempting to do it again was the
last thing on your mind?
(2) If your answer is yes, then you should understand that you are not a robot. Unlike robots, we human
beings have feelings, emotions, and dreams. We are all meant to grow despite our circumstances and
limitations. Flourishing and trying to make our dreams come true feels great when life goes our way. But
what happens when it does not? What happens when you fail despite all your hard work? Do you stay
down and accept defeat or do you get up again? If you tend to persevere and keep going, you have what
experts call ‘grit’.
(3) Falling down or failing is one of the most agonising, embarrassing, and scary human experiences. But
it is also one of the most educational, empowering, and essential parts of living a successful and fulfilling
life. Did you know that perseverance (grit) is one of the seven qualities that has been described as the key
to personal success and betterment in society? The other six are curiosity, gratitude, optimism, selfcontrol, social intelligence, and zest. Thomas Edison is an example of grit for trying more than 1,000
times to invent the light bulb. If you are reading this with the lights on in your room, you will realise the
importance of his success. When asked why he kept going despite hundreds of failures, he merely stated
that they had not been failures, they were hundreds of attempts towards creating the light bulb. This
statement not only revealed his grit but also his optimism for looking at the bright side.
(4) Grit can be learnt to help you become more successful. One of the techniques that help is mindfulness.
Mindfulness is a practice that makes an individual stay at the moment by bringing awareness of his or her
experience without judgement. This practice has been used to quieten the noise of fears and doubts.
Through this simple practice of mindfulness, individuals have the ability to stop the self-sabotaging
downward spiral of hopelessness, despair, and frustration.
(5) What did you do to overcome the negative and self-sabotaging feelings of failure? Reflect on what you
did, and try to use those same powerful resources to help you today.

Q.1 The reason why you are not a robot is that:
A. You fail miserably at tasks
B. Failure and success can affect your emotions
C. You work hard
D. You have limitations
Q.2 Choose the option that best captures the central idea of the passage from the given quotes.
1. What is the point of being alive if you don’t at least try to do something remarkable?”
—John Green
2. “Mistakes are the portals of discovery.”
—James Joyce
3. “Failure should be our teacher, not our undertaker. Failure is delay, not defeat. It is a temporary
detour,
not a dead end.”
—Denis Waitley
4. “A person who never made a mistake never tried anything new.”
___Albert Einstein
A.
B.
C.
D.

Option 1
Option 2
Option 3
Option 4

Q.3 What is the tone of the following context: “Falling down or failing is one of the most…
educational, empowering, and essential parts of living a successful and fulfilling life.”?
A.
B.
C.
D.

Humorous
Optimistic
Horrifying
Solemn

Q.4 Which of the following is relevant for the title of the passage.
A. Dreams Always Come True
B. Failure and Grit Go Hand in Hand
C. Humans vs Robots
D. Falling Down and Getting Up
Q.5 ……………… was created after many attempts.
A. electricity
B. light bulb
C. current
D. tube light
Q.6 Which of the following sentences makes the correct use of “grit”, as used in the passage?
A. Get rid of that grit in your shoes.
B. She had a bit of grit in her eye.

C. The road had been covered with grit.
D. Her grit never made her give up.
Q.7 To develop perseverance one must:
A. become more aware
B. work hard
C. be in the moment and be aware without judgement
D. seek guidance
Q.8 How does mindfulness help?
A. It creates awareness
B. It quietens the noise of fears and doubts
C. It helps one become successful
D. It helps develop focus
Q.9 What do you understand from this line, “Falling down or failing is one of the most agonising,
embarrassing, and scary human experiences.”?
A. Falling down makes us angry.
B. Failure can deeply affect our emotions
C. Stay positive and be optimistic
D. Self-control is empowering
Q.10 Choose the option that correctly states the meaning of ‘social intelligence’ as implied in the
passage:
A. Knowing others
B. Knowing oneself and others
C. Knowing oneself
D. Knowing one’s surroundings
II.Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow.
(1) The Sahara sets a standard for dry land. It’s the world’s largest desert. Relative humidity can drop into
the low single digits. There are places where it rains only about once a century. There are people who
reach the end of their lives without ever seeing water come from the sky. Yet beneath the Sahara are vast
aquifers of fresh water, enough liquid to fill a small sea. It is fossil water, a treasure laid down in
prehistoric times, some of it possibly a million years old. Just 6,000 years ago, the Sahara was quite a
different place. It was green. Prehistoric rock art in the Sahara shows something surprising:
hippopotamuses which need water year-round.
(2) We don’t have much evidence of a tropical paradise out there, but we had something perfectly
liveable, says Jennifer Smith, a Geologist at Washington University in St. Louis. At times when the
Northern Hemisphere tilts sharply towards the sun and the planet makes its closest approach, the increased
blast of sunlight during the North’s summer months can cause the African monsoon (which currently
occurs between the Equator and roughly 17°N latitude) to shift to the North as it did 10,000 years ago,
inundating North Africa.
(3) Around 5,000 years ago, the monsoon shifted dramatically southward again. The pre-historic
inhabitants of the Sahara discovered that their relatively green surroundings were undergoing something
worse than a drought (and perhaps they migrated towards the Nile Valley, where Egyptian culture began
to flourish at around the same time).

(4) As the land dried out and vegetation decreased, the soil lost its ability to hold water when it rained.
Fewer clouds formed from evaporation. When it rained, the water washed away and evaporated quickly.
There was a kind of awaydrying effect. Around 4,000 years ago, the Sahara became what it is today,how
human-driven climate change may alter the Sahara in the future. It’s something scientists can ponder
while sipping bottled fossil water pumped from the underground. “It’s the best water in Egypt, “Robert 25
Giegengack, a University of Pennsylvania geologist, said — clean, refreshing mineral water. If you want
to drink something good, try the ancient buried treasure of the Sahara.

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer ANY SIX out of the eight questions
by choosing the correct option.
Q.11 In the line ‘Prehistoric rock art in the Sahara’ the word “prehistoric” DOES NOT mean:
A. primitive
B. modern
C. ancient
D. pristine
Q.12 Which of the following statements about the Sahara Desert is not correct?

A.
B.
C.
D.

the inability of soil to hold water.
the washing away and the fast evaporation of water.
the tendency of soil absorbing all the water
strong sunlight in the desert

Q.13 What played an important role in the formation of Sahara as we know today?
A. less cloud formation
B. Deforestation
C. both (a) and (b)
D. runway drying effect
Q.14 The monsoon shifted dramatically southward again. When did this happen?
A. 4000 years ago
B. 5000 years ago
C. 6000 years ago
D. 10000 years ago
Q.15 Fossils water comes from heavy rains
A. The statement is partially true.
B. The statement is completely false
C. The statement is partially false
D. The statement is completely true
Q.16 The shortage of water is evident from the fact that:
A. It never rains.
B. People cannot recognize rain
C. Some people spend their entire life without experiencing rain.
D. People do not know when will it rains
Q.17 Find out from the passage which means,’scientists who study the Earth’
A. Prehistoric
B. hippopotamuses
C. geologist
D. scientists
Q.18 “_____ the best water in Egypt.”
A. fossil water
B. mineral water
C. contaminated water
D. distilled water

GRAMMAR AND WRITING
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III. Fill in the blanks by choosing the correct options for ANY FIVE of the six sentences given
below.
19.By the time she was fifteen, she __________ a beautiful singer.
A.shall become
B. become
C.had become
D.has becoming
20. There is not __________ space for others here.
A. some
B. enough
C. many
D. little
21. Change the following statements into questions:
He will be late for school today.
A. Would he be late for school today?
B. Will he be late for school today?
C. Had he been late for school today?
D. Will he been late for school today?
22. A series of seminars ___________ conducted last month.
A. was
B. were
C. are
D. have
23. Identify the tense used in the given sentence. “My father has been playing football since
morning”.
A. Past perfect tense
B. Present perfect continuous tense
C. Past indefinite tense
D. Present indefinite tense
24.You can pick ___________ of two.
A. many
B. more
C. either
D. some
WRITING
IV.You are Harpreet Singh /Harpreet Kaur of Gyan Jyoti Public School, Ludhiana. You had
arranged a trip for fifty students to Nainital in summer vacations for ten days with ‘Hilltop Travels
and Tourism’. The arrangements done by the travel agency were far below the standard. Write a

letter of complaint to the director of the agency to stop duping tourists with false promises as it
tarnishes the image of locals.
a)………………………………………
………………………………………..
…………………………………. 2021
The Director
Hilltop Travels and Tourism
Ludhiyana
Subject: b)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Dear Sir
We had arranged a trip for fifty students of my school to Nainital in summer vacations for ten days with
your travel agency in the month of February.
However, c)………………………………………………………………………………………… were far
below the standard. The accommodation and food facilities were inferior in quality. We bought the
package at the whooping cost of Rs.2,50,000. At the booking d) ……………………………………4starlodging, boarding and luxurious transport facilities. But neither the hotels were 4 stars, nor the food
was up to the mark. Also, there was poor class transport facility. Over all, your agency promises heaven
but delivers hell in reality.
Therefore, I appeal to you to stop duping tourists with false promises as it tarnishes the image of the local
people. We hope you will mend your ways to avoid such instances.
e)…………
Harpreet Singh /Harpreet Kaur
Q.25 Write appropriate address of the sender of this letter.
A. Harpreet Singh, Gyan Jyoti Public School, Ludhiyana
B. Harpreet Kaur, Gyan Jyoti Public School, Ludhiyana
C. Gyan Jyoti Public School, Ludhiyana
D. Harpreet Singh /Harpreet Kaur of Gyan Jyoti Public School, Ludhiyana
Q.26 Write the subject for the given letter.
A. Arranged a trip for fifty students to Nainital.
B. Arrange a trip for fifty students to Nainital in summer vacations.
C. Complaint about false promises and substandard services.
D. The arrangements done by your travel agency.
Q.27 However…………………………………………………………………………………were far
below the standard.
A. I am pleased to inform you that the arrangements done by your travel agency
B. I regret to inform you that the arrangements done by your travel agency
C. You are requested to inform that the arrangements done by your travel agency
D. You have been informed that the arrangements done by your travel agency
Q.28 At the booking
…………………………………………………………………………………………
A. we were assured we would get

B. we are assured we would get
C. we have been assured we would get
D. you have assured us
Q.29 On the basis on this letter, please mention how to end the main body of a formal letter.
A. By discussing the weather in your city.
B. By discussing the weather in the recipient’s city
C. By showing your love for the recipient
D. By telling the recipient what he should be doing next.
Q.30 We hope………………………………………………………………
A. you will mend your ways to avoid being brought to justice
B. you will listen to me.
C. We hope you will mend your ways to avoid such instances.
D. You will be happy to read this letter.

LITERATURE
This section has sub-sections- V, VI, VII, VIII & IX. There are a total of 30 questions in this section.
Attempt any 26 questions from the sub-sections V to IX
V. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow:
When he finished, he went to the window to buy a stamp which he licked and then affixed to the
envelope with a blow of his fist. The moment the letter fell into the mailbox the postmaster went to
open it. It said: “God: Of the money that I asked for, only seventy pesos reached me. Send me the
rest, since I need it very much. But don’t send it to me through the mail because the post office
employees are a bunch of crooks, Lencho.”
Q 31.‘…bunch of crooks.’ Pick the option that DOES NOT collate with ‘bunch of’, correctly.

A.
B.
C.
D.

option (i)
option (ii)
option (iii)
option (iv)

Q 32. What was the most likely response that the postmaster expected in Lencho’s second letter?
i) sorrowful
ii) gratitude

iii) disappointment
iv) elation
v) shock
Choose the correct option:
A. ii and v
B. i and iii
C. ii and iv
D. iii and v
Q 33. Pick the option that lists the option corresponding to—'with a blow of his fist.’

A.
B.
C.
D.

Option (i)
Option (ii)
Option (iii)
Option (iv)

Q 34. Lencho’s letter included_____________.
A.
details of his problems.
B. description of the post office.
C.
belief of being looted.
D.
List of further demands.
Q 35. Pick the most suitable quote for this extract.
A. “It is easier to fool people than to convince them that they have been fooled.” –
Mark Twain.
B. “Real knowledge is to know the extent of one’s ignorance.”- Confucius
C. “You see a person’s true colours when you are no longer beneficial to their life.”anonymous
D. “True generosity means accepting ingratitude.” - Coco Chanel
VI. My father the most adorable father I’ve ever seen, didn’t marry my mother until he was 36 and
she was 25. My sister Margot was born in Frankfurt in Germany in 1926.1 was born on 12th June,
1929.1 lived in Frankfurt until I was’ four. My father emigrated to Holland in 1933. My mother,

Edith Hollander Frank, went with him to Holland in September, while Margot and I were sent to
Aachen to stay with our grandmother.
Q. 36 When and where was Anne Frank born?
A.
Anne Frank was born in Frankfurt on 12th June, 1920
B.
Anne Frank was born in Germany on 13th June, 1929.
C.
Anne Frank was born in Germany on 12th June, 1929.
D.
Anne Frank was born in Frankfurt on 12th June, 1929.
Q.37 To whom was Anne and her sister Margot stay with in Aachen? Why?
A.
stayed with their grandfather in Aachen as their parents emigrated to
Holland
B.
stayed with their grandmother in Aachen as their parents emigrated to
Holland
C.
stayed with their grandmother in Aachen as their parents immigrated to
Holland
D.
stayed with their grandmother in Holland as their parents emigrated to
Aachen
Q.38 Find out the opposite of ‘emigrated” used in the passage.
A.
migrate
B.
relocate
C.
immigrated
D.
resettle
Q.39 Is there any word in the passage which means ‘to dote on’?
A.intimacy
B.inclination
C.proclivity
D.adore
Q.40 The above extract by Anne is mentioned in ………………………..
A.
Her diary ‘Kitty’
B.
Her journal
C.
Her essay, ‘The chatterbox’
D.
All the above
VII. Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow.
The way a crow,
Shook down on me.
The dust of snow,
From a hemlock tree.
Q.41 The Hemlock here stands for?
A. Sorrow and depression
B. Excitement
C. Happiness
D. Peace
Q.42 Name the Poet

A.
B.
C.
D.

Robert Frost
Carolyn Wells
Sarojini Naidu
Adrienne Rich

Q.43 Hemlock tree contains ______?
A. Thick branches
B. Poisonous seeds
C. Beautiful flowers
D. Sweet fruits
Q.44 What does the poem signify?
A. No creature is insignificant
B. One should remain happy
C. Simple actions can have great importance
D. One should remain ignorant
Q.45 What is the rhyme scheme of the given stanza.
A. abcb
B. acbc
C. abab
D. baba
VIII.When the train had gone, I found myself standing alone on the deserted platform. I had no idea
where to spend the night. I had no friends, believing that friends were more trouble than help. And I
did not want to make anyone curious by staying at one of the small hotels near the station. The only
person I knew really well was the man I had robbed. Leaving the station, I walked slowly through the
bazaar.
In my short career as a thief, I had made the study of men’s faces when they had lost their goods. The
greedy man showed fear; the rich man showed anger; the poor man showed acceptance. But I knew
that Anil’s face, when he discovered the theft, would show only a touch of sadness. Not for the loss of
money, but for the loss of trust.
Q.46 Match the words of column A with their best emotions in column B.
A
A.
B.
A.
B.

Greedy man
Rich man
Poor man
Trustworthy
A. A-i, B-ii, C-iii, D-iv
B.A-ii, B-i, C-iv, D-iii
C.A-iv, B-iii, C-ii, D-i
D.A-iv, B-iii, C-i, D-ii

B
I.
II.
III.
IV.

sadness
acceptance
anger
fear

Q.47.Choose the correct image that best explains the meaning of the phrase “The deserted
platform?”

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)
Q.48 Pick the option that means ‘Robbed’.
A. Found & burgle
B. Cheated & defrauded
C. Recovered & defrauded
D. Cheated & won back.
Q.49Choose the statements that DON’T match with the character of Hari Singh.
1. Hari Singh was feeling lonely.
2. Hari Singh had learned the art of reading faces.
3. Hari Singh believed that friends were more help than trouble.
4. The only man he really knew was Anil.
5. He wanted to make anyone suspicious.
A.
B.
C.
D.

1,2 & 3
2,3 & 4
2,3 & 5
1,3 & 5

Q.50.Given below are two statements marked as Assertion (A) and Reason (R). Read both the
statements carefully and choose the correct alternative from the following.
Assertion (A) Hari Singh didn’t want to stay in any hotel after robbing Anil.
Reason (R) He was not afraid of being caught.
A.
B.
C.
D.

Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.
Both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A.
A is true but R is false.
A is false but R is true.

IX. Attempt the following
Q.51.What was Maddie reminded of by the Petronski’s house?
A. How they teased her
B. How she could stop all of it
C. Wanda’s drawings
D. Wanda’s dress; unironed but clean

Q.52. Why was Lencho not surprised on seeing the money in the envelope?
A. he was too sad to acknowledge it
B. he had unwavering faith in God
C. he was an ungrateful man
D. none of the above
Q.53. The word ‘harbour’ in the poem ‘The Ball Poem’ DOES NOT have a meaning similar to
A. port.
B. pier.
C. dock.
D. cargo.
Q.54.Who might be the person in the given image?

A. Mr. Herriot who is observing Tricki.
B. Gardener of Mrs. Pumphrey who had to report Mrs. Pumphrey about his
recovery.
C. An assistant of Mr. Herriot who gave food to dogs.
D. Mrs. Pumphrey in disguise of Mr. Herriot.
Q.55.Who would Anne allow to read her diary?
A. her sister
B. her parents
C. a real friend (if she got one)
D. no one
Q.56.Which of the pilot’s instruments stopped working first?
A. compass
B. radio
C. both stopped together
D. both were working
Q.57. What did his parents threaten him with if he didn’t flew away?
A. to never talk to him
B. to punish him
C. to starve him
D. to abandon him
Q.58. What is the irony in this lesson ‘A Letter to God’?
A. Lencho was sad after the hailstorm even though he was the one waiting for a
shower
B. Postmaster laughed at Lencho but still helped arrange money for him
C. Lencho blamed the post office employees who in fact helped him

D. there is no irony
Q.59. The spectacular array of South African jets was a display of –
A. military’s precision
B. military’s loyalty to democracy
C. both 1 and 2
D. none of the above
Q.60.What described “tiger is in cage”?
A. Locked in concrete cell
B. his strength behind bars 156
C. Stalking the length of his cage
D. All of the above

ANSWER KEYS
PASSAGE-1
1 – (b) Failure and success can affect your emotions
2 – (c) Option 3
3 – (b) Optimistic
4 – (d) Falling Down and Getting Up
5 – (b) light bulb
6 – (d) Her grit never made her give up.
7 – (c) be in the moment and be aware without judgement
8 – (b) It quietens the noise of fears and doubts
9– (b) Failure can deeply affect our emotions
10– (b) Knowing oneself and others
PASSAGE-2
11. (b) modern
12.(a) the inability of soil to hold water
13.(d) runway drying effect
14.(b) 5000 years ago
15.(b) the statement is completely false
16.(c) Some people spend their entire life without experiencing rain.
17.(d)scientists
18.(a) fossil water
GRAMMAR
19. C.had become
20.C. should not
21. b Will he be late for school today?
22. b. Were
23.B. Present perfect continuous tense
24.C. either
IV. LETTER WRITING
25.Write appropriate address of the sender of this letter.
C. Gyan Jyoti Public School ,Ludhiyana
26. Write the subject for the given letter.
C. Complaint about false promises and substandard services.
27.However…………………………………………………………………………………were far below
the standard.
B. I regret to inform you that the arrangements done by your travel agency
28. At the booking ,…………………………………………………………………………………………
A. we were assured we would get
29.On the basis on this letter ,please mention how to end the main body of a formal letter.
D. By telling the recipient what he should be doing next.
30. We hope………………………………………………………………
C.We hope you will mend your ways to avoid such instances.

LITERATURE
V.Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow:
When he finished, he went to the window to buy a stamp which he licked and then affixed to the
envelope with a blow of his fist. The moment the letter fell into the mailbox the postmaster went to
open it. It said: “God: Of the money that I asked for, only seventy pesos reached me. Send me the
rest, since I need it very much. But don’t send it to me through the mail because the post office
employees are a bunch of crooks, Lencho.”
31. d) option (iv)
32. c) ii and iv
33. d) Option (iv)
34. d) List of further demands
35. d) “True generosity means accepting ingratitude.” - Coco Chanel
VI.. My father the most adorable father I’ve ever seen, didn’t marry my mother until he was 36
and she was 25. My sister Margot was born in Frankfurt in Germany in 1926.1 was born on 12th
June, 1929.1 lived in Frankfurt until I was’ four. My father emigrated to Holland in 1933. My
mother, Edith Hollander Frank, went with him to Holland in September, while Margot and I were
sent to Aachen to stay with our grandmother.
36. d) Anne Frank was born in Frankfurt on 12th June, 1929.
37.b) stayed with their grandmother in Aachen as their parents emigrated to Holland
38. c) immigrated
39. d) adore
40. a) Her diary ‘Kitty’
VII.Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow.
The way a crow,
Shook down on me.
The dust of snow,
From a hemlock tree.
41.(a)Sorrow and depression
42. (a)Robert Frost
43. (b)Poisonous seeds
44. (a)No creature is insignificant
45. (a) abab
VIII.When the train had gone, I found myself standing alone on the deserted platform. I had no idea
where to spend the night. I had no friends, believing that friends were more trouble than help. And
I did not want to make anyone curious by staying at one of the small hotels near the station. The
only person I knew really well was the man I had robbed. Leaving the station, I walked slowly
through the bazaar.
In my short career as a thief, I had made the study of men’s faces when they had lost their goods.
The greedy man showed fear; the rich man showed anger; the poor man showed acceptance. But I
knew that Anil’s face, when he discovered the theft, would show only a touch of sadness. Not for the
loss of money, but for the loss of trust.
46. cA-iv, B-iii, C-ii, D-i
47.d
48.bCheated & defrauded

49.d1,3 & 5
50.cA is true but R is false
IX.Attempt the following
51.d) Wanda’s dress; unironed but clean
52.(b) he had unwavering faith in God
53.d) cargo.
54.a) Mr. Herriot who is observing Tricki.
55.c) a real friend (if she got one)
56.(a) compass
57. (c) to starve him
58.(c) Lencho blamed the post office employees who in fact helped him
59.(c) both 1 and 2
60.(d) All of the above
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General Instructions :
1. The Question Paper contains THREE sections.
2. Section A – READING has 18 questions . Attempt a total of 14 questions , as per specific
instructions for each question.
3. Section B – WRITING & GRAMMAR has 12 questions .Attempt a total of 10 questions , as per
instructions for each question.
4. Section C – LITERATURE has 30 questions . Attempt a total of 26 questions , as per instructions
for each question.
5. All questions carry equal marks.
6. There is no negative marking.
READING
Read the passage given below.
1. "Who does not know how to cook rice? Cooking rice hardly takes time."said my father. So I
challenged myself. I switched from news to YouTube and typed how to cook rice I took one and
a half cups of rice. Since I didn't have access to a rice cooker I put the rice in a big pot. Firstly
the rise has to be e was good to get rid of dust and starch. I thought I won't be able to to drain the
rice and that it will fall out of the pot. I observed the chef as swirled the rice around and used
my dexterous hand to drain it not once not twice but three times. I looked down at the sink and
saw Less than 50 grains that made their way out of the pot. Suffice to say, I was up to the mark.
2. The video stated that the key to perfect rice is equal amounts of rice and water. I have heard
that professionals don't need to measure everything , they just know what the right amount is.
But as this was my first time in the kitchen. I decided to l experiment by not measuring the
water needed for boiling the rice. I wanted the rice to be firm when bitten just like pasta. I don't
enjoy the texture of mushy rice.It has to have that chutzpah it has two to resist my biting power
just for a bit before disintegrating.
3. After what seemed like 10 minutes,all the water disappeared. I went to give it a good stir.To my
surprise,some of the rice got stuck to the pot.I tried to scrape it off to no avail.At the same time,
there was a burning smell from it.I quickly turned the stove off."What have you done to the
kitchen?",shouted Mother, while coming towards the kitchen.I managed to ward her off.
4. Finally, when the time came to taste my creation, I was surprised !it was not bad at all. The rice
had desired consistency. Sure , a little more salt would have been better , but I just added that
while eating. The experience was fairly rewarding and memorable. It taught me a new sense of
respect for those who cook food on a regular basis at home or engage in gourmet creations
professionally.

Based on your understanding of the passage , answer any eight out of ten questions by choosing the
correct option.
Q1.Father’s question to the narrator , about knowing how to cook rice , was intended to :
(i) criticize the narrator's lack of abilities.
(ii) make the process sound simple.
(iii) encourage the narrator to take up cooking.
(iv) showcase his own expertise in cooking rice.
Q2 "I switched from news to YouTube.....pick the option in which the meaning of switched is is
Not the same as it is in the passage.
(i) he switched on the radio to listen to the news while having dinner.
(ii) "forget these diet supplements and switch to yoga if you want a a true sense of well being."
(iii) Mom switched to reading fiction recently because she was bored with cook- books.
(iv) the company will switch the trucks to other routes to bring down City pollution.
Q3 Based on your understanding of the passage choose the option that lists the correct sequence of
the process.
(a)use water to was the rice.
(b)repeat the process three times.
(c ) drain the water off.
(d) put rice in a utensil.
(e) swirl the water in and around the rice.
i)4,2,1,3,5. ii) 1,3,2,5,4
iii) 4,1,5,3,2. iv) 5,1,2,4,3
Q4 the narrator says that he has dexterous hands. He would have had a problem had it been the
opposite. Not being dexterous means Being:
(i)

uncomfortable (ii) clumsy (iii) unclear (iv) clueless

Q5 How did mother react to the burning smell ?
(i) she commented on it.
(ii) she brushed it aside.
(iii) she inquired about it.
(iv) she handled it .

Q6 According to the passage the fact that the narrator risked experimentation on his maiden attempt in the
kitchen shows that he was:
(i) conscientious
(ii) nervous
(iii) presumptuous
(iv) courteous
Q7 Pick the option that correctly States what did not happen after the writer checked on the rice.
(i) turning the stove off.
(ii) Being taken aback at the condition of rice.
(iii) forgetting to scrape the stuck rice.
(iv) smelling the delicious Aroma of cooked rice.
Q8 The narrator's creation was:
(i) almost perfect to taste.
(ii) way off from what he wanted .
(iii) overly seasoned
(iv) quite distasteful.
Q9 Pick the option that correctly lists the final feelings of the writer with reference to the cooking
experience
1.frustrating 2.amusing 3.satisfying 4.disillusioning 5.exacting 6.enlightening
i) 1and 4 ii) 2 and 5 iii) 3 and 6 iv) 1 and 3
Q10 Pick the option showing the correct use of the word’ chutzpah.’
i) it is the court's duty to dispense chutzpah to everyone irrespective of caste or creed
ii) the speaker may not have much of stage presence but you have got to admit she has got chutzpah
iii) I could crack the code easily which proved me to be a chutzpah and I was the only one who could do
so.
iv) after his father's demise the daughter took over the family's chutzpah to save it from disaster.
II) Read the passage given below.
1. Few guessed that this quiet ,parentless girl growing up in New York City would one day become
the United States. Even fewer thought she would become an author and lecturer and a woman
much admired and loved by people throughout the world.

2. Born Anna Eleanor Roosevelt was born in 1884 to wealthy ,but troubled parents who both died
while she was young , Roosevelt was cared for by her grandmother and sent to school in England
.In 1905 , she married her distant cousin, Franklin Delano Roosevelt . She and her husband had six
children. Although they were wealthy, her life was not easy and she suffered several personal
tragedies . Her second son died when he was a baby. In 1921, her strong athletic husband was
stricken with polio,which left him physically
3. Eleanor Roosevelt was a remarkable woman who had great intelligence and tremendous strength
of character. She nursed her husband back to good health and encouraged him to remain in politics
. She then helped him to become Governor of New York , and in 1933, President of the United
States.
4. While her husband was President, she took a great interest in all the affairs of the country. She
became her husband’s legs and eyes ; she visited prison and hospitals ; she went down into mines ,
up scaffoldings and into factories. Roosevelt was tireless and daring . During World War II she
visited American soldiers in camps all over the world.
5. Roosevelt also kept in touch with the American people through a daily newspaper column called
,My Day ‘ She broadcast on the ratio and delivered lectures , all first for a First Lady.
Based on your understanding of the passage , answer any six out of the eight questions by choosing the
correct option.
Q11. Eleanor Roosevelt was :
i)

The first lady of U.S. ii) an author iii) a lecturer iv) all of these

Q12. Eleanor was looked after by her --------after the death of the parents.
i)

Relatives ii) grandmother iii) grandfather iv) cousin

Q13.Trevelling all over the country brought --------i)patience ii)goodwill iii) annoyance iv) suffering
Q4 She visited American soldiers during-----------i)First World War ii) her miserable days iii)World War II iv)none of these
Q5 She kept in touch with the American people through---------------i)newspaper column ii)radio broadcast iii) lectures iv) all of these
Q6 What disease did Franklin D. Roosevelt develop in 1921 ?
i)cholera ii) Leukemia iii) Polio iv) Migraine
Q7 The synonym of the word “ diligent “in para 4 is:

i)scaffolding ii)Reassurance iii) Goodwill iv) Tireless
Q8 The antonym of the word ‘ joy ‘ in para 2 is :
i)Troubled ii) Tragedies iii) Disabled iv) Distant
GRAMMAR &WRITING
GRAMMAR
III) Answer any five out of the six questions by secting the most appropriate option for each.
Q19 The farmer ------------------ploughing since morning.
i)is

ii) was iii) have been iv) had been.

Q20 Either they or he ---------------a lie.
i)are

ii) is iii) were

iv)has

Q21 One -----------not offer advice unless asked for.
i)may ii) would iii) must iv ) should
Q22 Change into indirect speech .
Ram said , “ They went to the playground. “
i)Ram said that they had gone to the playground. Ii) Ram said that he had gone to the playground
iii) Ram said that they were gone to the playground. iv) Ram said that he was gone to the playground.
Q23 Hehas been studying in ------------university for three years.
i)the

ii) a

iii) an

iv) some

Q24 change into passive voice.
Bring the lunch.
i)Let the lunch be brought. ii) Let the lunch is brought iii) Let the lunch was brought iv) Let the
lunch had brought.
WRITING
IV) Answer any five out of the questions given , with reference to the context below.

Priya had ordered a laptop through an online shopping portal . Despite the fact that she made the
complete payment , she did not receive it on the anticipated date .She writes a letter to the customer
service manager regarding this issue.
Q25 Which of these products did Priyaorder ?
i)Desktop ii) Mobile phone iii) Dishwasher iv) Laptop
Q26 What did Priya possess to show that she had paid for the product ?
i)credit card number ii) whatsapp chat iii) receipt iv) all of these
Q27 What does Priya expect if the product is not delivered ?
i)A updated version ii)full refund iii) Lifetime free service iv) A verbal apology.
Q28 When you are writing a formal letter , what information might you need ?
i)dates ii) names iii) contact details iv) all of these
Q29 “ Dear Sir “ in the letter is ---------------i)The address ii) Salutation iii) Represent emotions iv) Closing of the letter
Q30 Which text of the letter should be precise and catchy ?
i)subject ii) salutation iii) content iv) sender’s address
LITERATURE
This section has sub – sections –V, VI, VII, VIII, IX.There are a total of 30 questions in this sections .
Attempt any 26 questions from the sub-sections V to IX
V. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow:
The house – the only one in the entire valley-sat on the crest of a hill.From this height one could see
the river and the field of ripe corn dotted with the flowers that always promised a good harvest. The
only thing the Earth needed was a downpour or at least a shower.Throughout the morningLencho who
knew his fields intimately had done nothing else but see the sky towards the North-east . “ Now we’re
really going to get some water , woman. “ The woman who was preparing supper , replied, “ Yes, God
willing.”
Q31 Lencho’s house was located--------------------i)on the crest of a low hill ii) near the valley iii) opposite the river iv) in the countryside
Q32 Which of the following best describe the reply given by the lady who was preparing the supper ?

i)God help only those who help themselves ii) As long as it is God’s wish , work will be done. Iii)
Trust the delays as God has better plans for you iv) Sometimes we need to look at the bigger picture
Q33 The house is called “the house ‘ because :
i)it is different ii) it is a pakka villa iii) it was built last year iv) it was the only one in the valley
Q34 What was Lencho looking forward to ?
i)To sell his corn ii) Rainfall iii) Dinner iv)Reply from God
Q35 The word which means the same as “ fully grown “ is-------------i)Crest

ii) Intimately iii)Ripe iv) Harvest

VI Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow :
At last maddie sat up in bed and pressed her forehead tight in her hands and really thought. This was
the hardest thinking she had ever done. After a long time, she reached an important conclusion. She
war never going to stand by and say nothing again. If she heard anybody picking on someone because
they had strange names, she’d speak up. Even if it meant losing Peggy’s friendship. She had no way of
making things right with Wanda , but from now on she would never make anybody else that unhappy
again.
Q36 Maddiedecide not to let someone tease other because________.
i)of their strange names. ii)they were funny looking. iii)of their academic performance.
Iv) both(i)and(ii)
Q37. Which of the following best describe Maddie’s state of mind ?
OPTIONS:
1.Wow ! Finally Wanda learnt a good lesson 2. I should focus more on my studies 3. It is so wrong of me
to not stop Peggy from bullying Wanda 4. Next time I will also bully a liar
i)option 1

ii) option 1,2 iii) option 3 iv) option 3,4

Q38 The word which means the same as ‘ the summing up of an argument ‘ is ------------i)strange ii) conclusion

iii) pressed iv) losing

Q39 What was Maddie willing to give up in order to avoid anyone being bullied ?
i)Her Hundred dresses ii) Her painting iii) Her friendship with Peggy iv) Her friendship with Wanda
Q40 The synonym of the word “gloomy “ is :

i)Unhappy ii) Press iii) Lose iv) Hardest
VII Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follows:
He hears the last voice at night ,
The patrolling cars ,
And stares with his brilliant eyes
At the brilliant stars.
Q41 What does ‘ he ‘ hear at night ?
i)shouting of visitors ii) patrolling cars iii) his own breath iv) all the above
Q42 What is ‘ he ‘ looking at ?
i)stars ii) cars iii) others animals iv) zoo guard
Q43 The poetic device used in the lines “ And stares with his brilliant eyes At the brilliant stars is----i)simile ii) allegory

iii) repetition iv) metaphor

Q44 How are the eyes of the tiger described ?
i)Gloomy ii) Evasive

iii) Radiant iv) Wide

Q45 The tiger hears the last voice at ------------i)Day ii) Evening iii) Noon

iv) Night

VIII Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:
He escaped easily enough from the boys who followed his footprint in London . But his adventures were
by no means over . He had chosen a bad time of the year to wander about London without clothes . It was
mid – winter. The air was bitterly cold and he could not do without clothes. Instead of walking about the
streets he decided to slip into a big London store for warmth.
( Footprints without feet )
Q46 What problem did the scientist face in London ?
i)It was extremely hot and he had no clothes to wear. Ii) It was extremely cold and very less clothes to
wear. Iii) It was extremely cold and he had no clothes to wear iv) The boys followed him.
Q47 Where was the scientist able to find clothes ?
i)In his house ii) In a store iii) In an inn

iv) In a train

Q48 To get away means to -------------------.

i)Escape ii) Follow

iii) slip iv) Adventurous

Q49 Why had the scientist removed his clothes ?
i)His clothes were wet ii) His clothes were dirty iii) In order to escape from scorching heat iv) In order
to avoid being caught.
Q50 The adjective form of bitterly is:
i)bitterious ii) bitter iii) bitterlion iv) bittery
IX Attempt the following:
Q51 What do you mean by the word “ eccentric “ ?
i)uncommon ii) extra iii) catchy iv) none of the above
Q52 What was the name of the shop above which Anil lived ?
i)Laddu sweet shop ii) Rasgulla sweet shop iii) Jamun sweet shop iv) Jumna sweet shop
Q53 Pick the option that correctly classifies fact/s (F) and option/s (O) of the students below:
1.Over pampering often leads to tempering 2. Tricki wanted a break from MrsPumphrey’s house 3.
Dr.Herriot knew that Tricki fall ill very soon 4. Tricki health deteriorated drastically
i)F-1,2,3 ; O-4 ii) F-3,4, ; O-1,2

iii) F-1,2; O- 3,4 iv) F-1,3; O- 2,4

Q54 Name the poetic device used in
“ Merrilybouncing,down the street…….
Merrily over………….
i)Metaphor ii) Simile iii) Alliteration

iv) Anaphora

Q55 The phrase ‘ lurking in the shadow ‘ means………
i)Moving around ii) Searching iii) Finding iv) Staying hidden
Q56 Select the option that correctly classifies the connotations for fire and ice , as suggested in the poem.
1. Rage 2. Violence 3.indifference 4. Hate 5. Greed
i)Fire-3,4; Ice-1,2,5 ii) Fire-2,5; Ice-1,3,4 iii) Fire-1.3.5; Ice-2,4 iv) Fire-1,2,4; Ice-3,5
Q57 What is the rhyme scheme of the poem ‘dust of snow ‘ is:
i)babacdcd ii) ababcdcd iii) ababcddc iv) abbacdcd
Q58 Which policy is being talked about ?
i)open door policy ii) apartheid

iii) life insurance iv) honesty

Q59 Select the most appropriate option for the following :
Devour: guzzle :: nibble :__________

i)chew ii) savour

iii) peck iv) gulp

Q60 If the diary were a ‘ real friend ‘ what qualities would Anne expect it to have ? Pick the option that
lists these correctly.
1. Optimistic 2. Good listener 3. Confidant 4. Energetic 5. Non-judgemental 6. Outgoing
7. ambitious
i)1,4 ii) 5,6,7

iii) 2,3,5

iv)3,7
----------------0--------------
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Q1 (ii) make the process sound simple
Q2 (i) he switched on the radio to listen the news while having dinner
Q3 (iii) 4,1,5,3,2
Q4 (ii) Clumsy
Q5 (iii) she inquired about it
Q6 (iii) Presumptuous
Q7 (iv) smelling the delicious Aroma of cooked rice
Q8 (i) almost perfect to taste
Q9 (iii) 3 and 6
Q10 (ii) The speaker may not have much of a stage presence , but you have got to admit she has got
chutzpah
Q11 (iv) All of these
Q12 (ii) grandmother
Q13 (ii) goodwill
Q14 (iii) world war -II
Q15 (iv) All of these
Q16 (iii) Polio
Q17(iv) Tireless
Q18 (ii) Tragedies
Q19 (iv) had been
Q20 (ii) is
Q21(iii) must
Q22
Q23
Q24
Q25

Q26
Q27
Q28
Q29
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Q31
Q32
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Class 10 - English
Maximum Marks: 40
Time Allowed: 90 minutes
General Instructions:
1. The Question Paper contains THREE sections.
2. Section A-READING has 18 questions. Attempt a total of 14 questions, as per specific instructions for each
question.
3. Section B-WRITING & GRAMMAR has 12 questions. Attempt a total of 10 questions, as per specific
instructions for
each question.
4. Section C-LITERATURE has 30 questions. Attempt 26 questions, as per specific instructions for each
question.
5. All questions carry equal marks.
6. There is no negative marking.

Q.N
O

SECTION & TYPE OF QUESTIONS
READING

I

Question No. 1 to 10 are based on the given text. Read the text carefully and answer the
questions:

When man first began to think, he asked himself the deepest of all questions — a question which
you have undoubtedly asked yourself many times. What is the meaning of life? What is it all
about? Where are we all going? What drives us ever forward to work and worry? And now there’s
this other big question — a newer question which is beginning to force itself into our notice. One
that is not ages old... that has not been with us since man first began to think. It is somewhere is
science taking us’?
First, where is science taking us with regard to ethical and spiritual values? We know what it is
doing with regard to material things, for material things are its daily business, but what is it doing

with regard to non-material things? If the answer were ‘nothing at all’, that would be bad enough,
but the actual answer is less than nothing’. Here science is actually doing less than nothing; for its
material teachings have been so overemphasized that many people are floundering and wondering
whether after all man is but a machine animated by forces over which he has no control. Let’s
concentrate on material things, the things that form the very stronghold of science. Look at the
machine, for instance. This is the age of the machine. Machines are everywhere—in the fields, in
the factory, in the home, in the street, in the city, in the country. To fly, it is not necessary to have
wings; there are machines. To swim under the sea, it is not necessary to have gills, there are
machines. To kill our fellow men in overwhelming numbers, there are machines. Petrol machines
alone provide ten times more powerful than all human beings in the world. In the busiest
countries, each individual has six hundred human slaves in his machines. Science can lead to
technological advances, as well as helping us learn about enormously important and useful topics,
such as our health, the environment, and natural hazards. Science focuses exclusively on the
natural world and does not deal with supernatural explanations.

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any eight out of the ten questions by
choosing the correct option.

1. How have machines become indispensable to human beings?
a. They are easy to repair
b. They are easy to work with
c. They are present everywhere
d. All of these

2. What is the perception of many people regarding the contribution of science to their lives?
a. It is everything they ever wanted
b. It is nothing at all
c. It is less than nothing
d. It is more than anything

3. What does the writer mean by six hundred human slaves in his machines?
a. The busiest countries have 600 human slaves in their factories.
b. In the busiest countries, each individual has 600 machines in his factory.

c. In the busiest countries, each individual has 600 labourers working in his factory.
d. The busiest countries have 600 machines in their factories.

4. What are the non-material things being referred to in the passage?
a. Ethical and Spiritual Values
b. Petrol Machines
c. Human Machines
d. Human Slaves

5. What do Petrol machines provide?
a. Petrol to the world
b. Better performance than human machines
c. Jobs to people
d. 10 time bigger size

6. What does Science focus upon?
a. Supernatural Explanations
b. Values and Principles
c. Human Beings
d. Natural World

7. Which, according to you, is an appropriate title of the passage?
a. What is life?
b. Natural World
c. Science and Supernatural
d. Science of Machines

8. The word opposite in meaning to SPIRITUAL is:
a. Ethical
b. Non-material
c. Material
d. None of these

9. Science is actually doing less than nothing. Here the word ACTUALLY is:
a. Verb
b. Noun
c. Adjective
d. Adverb

10. After all man is but a machine. Here the meaning of BUT is:
a. However
b. Only
c. Except
d. None of these

II.

Read the passage given below.
Question No. 11 to 18 are based on the given text. Read the text carefully and answer the
questions:
Land-use Changes in India
Land-use in a region, to a large extent, is influenced by the nature of economic activities carried
out in that region. However, while economic activities change over time, land, like many other
natural resources, is fixed in terms of its area. At this stage, one needs to appreciate three types of
changes that an economy undergoes, which affect land-use.

i. The size of the economy (measured in terms of value for all the goods and services produced in
the economy) grows over time as a result of increasing population, change in income levels,
available technology and associated factors. As a result, the pressure on land will increase with
time and marginal lands would come underuse.
ii. Secondly, the composition of the economy would undergo a change over time. In other words,

the secondary and the tertiary sectors usually
usually grow much faster than the primary sector,
specifically the agricultural sector. This type of change is common in developing countries, like
India. This process would result in a gradual shift of land from agricultural uses to non
non-agricultural
uses. You would observe that such changes are sharp around large urban areas. The agricultural
land is being used for building purposes.
iii. Thirdly, though the contribution of the agricultural activities reduces over time, the pressure on
land for agricultural activities
activities does not decline. The reasons for continued pressure on agricultural
land are:

a. In developing countries, the share of population dependent on agriculture usually declines much
more slowly compared to the decline in the sector’s share in GDP.

b.. The number of people that the agricultural sector has to feed is increasing day by day.

India has undergone major changes within the economy over the past four or five decades, and this
has
use changes in the country. There are two points that you need to remember
influenced the land-use
before you derive some meaning from this figure. Firstly, the percentages shown in the figure have
been derived with respect to the reporting area. Secondly, since even the
th reporting area has been
relatively constant over the years, a decline in one category usually leads to an increase in some
other category. Four categories have undergone increases, while four have registered declines.
agricultural uses, current fallow lands and net
Share of the area under forest, the area under non-agricultural
area is sown have shown an increase. The following observations can be made about these
increases:

i. The rate of increase is the highest in the case of areas under non
non-agricultural use. This is due to
the changing structure of the Indian economy, which is increasingly dependent on the contribution

from industrial and services sectors and the expansion of related infrastructural facilities. Also, an
expansion of area under both urban and rural settlements has added to the increase. Thus, the area
under non-agricultural uses is increasing at the expense of wastelands and agricultural land.

ii. The increase in the share under forest, as explained before, can be accounted for by the increase
in the demarcated area under forest rather than an actual increase in the forest cover in the country.

iii. The increase in the current fallow cannot be explained from information pertaining to only two
points. The trend of current fallow fluctuates a great deal over years, depending on the variability
of rainfall and cropping cycles.

iv. The increase in net area sown is a recent phenomenon due to the use of culturable wasteland for
agricultural purposes. Before which it was registering a slow decrease. There are indications that
most of the decline had occurred due to the increases in area under nonagricultural use.

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any six out of the eight questions
by choosing the correct option.

11. What factors lead to an increase in the size of the economy?
a. Available technology and associated factors
b. Increasing population
c. Change in income levels
d. All of these

12. How does the composition of the economy in developing nations undergo a change?
a. The secondary and tertiary sectors grow slower than the primary sector
b. The secondary, tertiary, and primary sectors grow at a similar pace
c. The secondary and tertiary sectors usually grow much faster than the primary sector
d. All of these

13. On what factor does the land-use in a region depend upon to a large extent?
a. On the size of the population of that region
b. On the topography of that region
c. Nature of economic activities carried out in that region
d. Nature of the working population in that region

14. Land ________ in terms of its area over a period of time.
a. becomes invisible
b. increases
c. is fixed
d. diminishes

15. On what factor does the land use depend upon?
a. The composition of the economy
b. The size of the economy
c. The pressure on land for agricultural activities
d. All of these

16. What is the economic status of India?
a. Superpower
b. Underdeveloped
c. Developed
d. Developing

17. What is the proportion of land occupied by forests in the year 1950-51 and 2014-15?

a. Option-D
b. Option-A
c. Option-B
d. Option-C

18. Since the past how many years, India has undergone major changes within the economy?

a. Past 100 years
b. Past 40-50 years
c. Past 75 years
d. Past 10-20 years

GRAMMAR and WRITING

III

GRAMMAR
Answer any five out of the six questions by selecting the most appropriate option for each.

_____
19. They ________ so many hotels in the region in recent years that gradually they ________
the natural beauty of the area.
a. were building / destroy
b. are building / have destroyed
c. will built / have been destroying
d. have built / are destroying

20. I _______ tennis yesterday.
a. will play
b. played

c. play
d. have played

21. ________ I get some plates while you are cutting the cake?
a. Do
b. Let
c. Did
d. Shall

22. The men of the community ________ not support the leader.
a. is
b. does
c. do
d. have

23. He said, "What a beautiful scene!" Reported speech: ________
a. He wondered that it was a beautiful scene.
b. He exclaimed that it was a very beautiful scene.
c. He exclaimed what a beautiful scene it was.
d. He said that what a beautiful scene it was.

24. According to the studies, dolphins, whales and ________ other sea creatures use highly
sophisticated navigation systems.
a. each
b. any
c. many
d. much

IV.

WRITING
Answer any five out of the six questions given, with reference to the context below.
A formal letter is one written in a formal and ceremonious language and follows a certain
stipulated format. Such letters are written for official purposes to authorities, dignitaries,
colleagues, seniors, etc and not to personal contacts, friends or family. A number of
conventions must be adhered to while drafting formal letters. With reference to the facts and
rules of a formal letter.

25. Which of these is a correct formal letter introduction?
a. Hello XYZ
b. Hello Mr. XYZ
c. Dear Mr. XYZ
d. Alright Mate

26. Which of the following is the name given to the date and address at the top in a formal
letter?
a. Starting
b. Body
c. Heading
d. Closing

27. How to end the main body of a formal letter?
a. By giving regards to the recipient
b. By discussing a general subject
c. By telling the recipient what he should be doing next
d. None of these

28. What would you say in the opening part of a formal letter having which kind of
information?

a. Ask how good the weather is in the recipient’s city
b. Discussing how good the weather is in your city
c. Inform the recipient why you are writing the letter
d. Discussing the recipient if he is hale and hearty

29. The key point of a formal letter is written in which part of a formal letter?
a. Opening
b. Closing
c. Body
d. Postscript

30. Which of the following is not a general transition term used in a letter:
a. however
b. by contrast
c. nevertheless
d. none of these

LITERATURE
This section has sub-sections – V, VI, VII, VIII & IX. There are a total of 30 questions in this
section. Attempt any 26 questions from the sub-sections V to IX.
V

Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow:
“We, who were outlaws not so long ago, have today been given the rare privilege to be host
to the nations if the world on our own soil. We thank all of our distinguished international
guests for having come to take possession with the people of our country of what is, after all,
a common victory for justice, for peace, for human dignity.”

31. The guests at the spectacular ceremony are being called distinguished because they

a. they are visiting the country for this purpose.
b. they are eminent world leaders witnessing it.
c. they have resumed diplomatic relations with the country.
d. they have been invited as guests to attend it.

32. It is a victory for ‘human dignity’. Pick the option that lists the correct answer for what
‘human dignity’ would include.

a. (i) equality (ii) liberty (iii) indecency
b. (i) immorality (ii) self-respect
self
(iii) equality
c. (i) equality (ii) liberty (iii) self-respect
self
d. (i) liberty (ii) indecency (iii) self-respect
self

33. Why does the speaker say that it is a ‘rare privilege’?He says this as they have

a. seldom been given this honour.
b. experienced it for the
he first time.
c. been deprived of this honour.
d. been chosen over other countries, for this honour.

34. How do you think the speaker feels? Choose the option that best fits his state of mind.

a. (i) emotional (ii) elated (iii) unmindful
b. (i) elated (ii) unmindful (iii) overwhelmed
c. (i) overwhelmed ii) elated (iii) honoured
d. (i) elated (ii) honoured (iii) unmindful

35. Pick the option that showcases the usage of ‘host’ as in the extract.

a. He is the best host that one can ever come across.

b. She met the host and apologised for her friend’s misbehaviour.
c. He was praised for his hospitality as the host of the party.
d. She was able to host the event without any hindrance.

VI

Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow:
“Mr. Keesing had a good laugh at my arguments, but when I proceeded to talk my way
through the next lesson, he assigned me a second essay. This time it was supposed to be on
An Incorrigible Chatterbox. I handed it in, and Mr. Keesing had nothing to complain about
for two whole lessons. However, during the third lesson, he’d finally had enough. “Anne
Frank, as a punishment for talking in class, write an essay entitled-‘Quack, Quack, Quack,
said Mistress Chatterbox’.”

36. What convincing argument was made by Anne?
i. She was talkative just like any other student in the class.
ii. She had the right to be talkative, as it was a classroom and not a prison.
iii. She had inherited the trait from her mother, so couldn’t stop being talkative.
iv. She found it impossible to be quiet like the others as she couldn’t change herself.
a. Option (i)
b. Option (iii)
c. Option (iv)
d. Option (ii)

37. What does had a good laugh imply, in the context of Mr. Keesing? It means that he
a. pulled up Anne for her arguments in the essay.
b. ridiculed Anne in front of the whole class.
c. realised the humour in it and was amused.
d. celebrated his ability to make Anne write the essay.

38. Based on this extract, pick the option with the list of words that best describe Mr.
Keesing.

a. tolerant and strict
b. jovial and creative
c. innovative and jovial
d. strict and innovative

39. Why do you think Mr. Keesing chose the title - An Incorrigible Chatterbox - for Anne, to
write on? This was so because he expected
a. Anne to explore her creative writing skills.
b. that this would embarrass Anne and would check her indiscipline.
c. her to apologise and not repeat her talkative behaviour.
d. Anne to express her inability to elaborate on such a topic.

40. How did Anne feel when she was punished the third time by Mr. Keesing? She
a. was thrilled at another opportunity to showcase her writing abilities.
b. was happy as she had to write three essays on the same topic.
c. enjoyed making fun of Mr. Keesing in her own way.
d. was worried as she had run out of original ideas for her essay.

VII

Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow:
What is the boy now, who has lost his ball,
What, what is he to do? I saw it go
Merrily bouncing, down the street, and then
Merrily over - there it is in the water!

41. The extract suggests that the poet is:
a. the boy talking about himself.
b. a parent recounting the incident.
c. imagining the incident.

d. an onlooker observing.

42. The poet seems to have indicated the merry bouncing of the ball to:
a. indicate the cheerful mood of the boy.
b. contrast with the dejected feeling of the boy.
c. support the happiness of the experience of playing.
d. create a sense of rhythm in these lines.

43. Choose the situation that corresponds to the emotion behind the exclamation mark in the
poem.
i. Hey! Hey! That's no way to dispose off the garbage. Have you no community sense? Please put
it in the bin.
ii. I knew it! I knew he'll fare well in his auditions for 'Young Chef'. Now, we prepare for the
semifinals.
iii. I don't know where I've placed my ID card. Let me check the bag once more. Ah, finally!
iv. I've been trying to call mom for the past 20 minutes and can't get through. I don't know
how...Aarrgh! Again!

a. Option (iii)
b. Option (iv)
c. Option (ii)
d. Option (i)

44. The poem begins with a question. Based on your reading of the poem, the speak
a. is thinking to himself.
b. wants the boy to answer the question.
c. expects the passersby to respond.
d. is looking for answers in a self-help book.

45. Alliteration is a literary device that occurs with the same letter or sound at beginning of
adjacent or closely connected words. Pick the option that showcases an example of

alliteration from the extract.
a. I saw it go
b. What is the boy now
c. Who has lost his ball
d. And then/Merrily over

VIII

Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow:
I had forgotten about them in the excitement of the theft. Whole sentences, I knew, could one
day bring me more than a few hundred rupees. It was a simple matter to steal - and
sometimes just as simple to be caught. But to be a really big man, a clever and respected
man, was something else. I should go back to Anil, I told myself, if only to learn to read and
write.

46. Anil taught Hari Singh to:
a. write his name
b. cook food
c. ride a bicycle
d. steal money

47. In his excitement of the theft, he forgot:
a. to lock the door
b. about his education
c. to take his clothes
d. to cook food for Anil

48. He realised that education could give him:
a. none of these
b. money
c. both respect and money
d. respect

49. He went back to Anil:
a. to give the money and leave
b. to confess his mistake
c. to thank him
d. to read and write

50. Which work means the same as smart?
a. Clever
b. Big
c. Simple
d. Respected

IX

Attempt the following.
51. Why was Lencho angry when he counted the money?
a. The postmaster rebuked him.
b. The amount received was not what he expected.
c. The postmaster gave him fake currency.
d. Most of the notes were damaged.

52. "But if it had to perish twice." What does ‘it’ stand for in this line?
a. World
b. Desire.
c. Ice
d. Fire.

53. The whole family of the young seagull addresses him as:a. Hardworking
b. Brave

c. Coward
d. Courageous

54. Who was the most popular girl in school? (The Hundred Dresses-I)
a. Wanda
b. Maddie
c. Peggy
d. All of these

55. Name the poetic device used in the line Has given my heart. (Dust of snow)
a. Simile
b. Metaphor
c. Alliteration
d. Oxymoron

56. According to Nelson Mandela's doctrine, A man who takes away another man's freedom
is a _________.
a. Prisoner of loyalty
b. Prisoner of Hatred
c. Anti- Nationalist
d. Traitor

57. Name the poetic device used in the line On pads of velvet quiet. (A Tiger in the Zoo)
a. Consonance
b. Oxymoron
c. Assonance
d. Metaphor

58. Why were the two boys in London surprised and fascinated?

a. They saw a hound in their backyard.
b. They saw dollars floating in the air.
c. They saw footprints originating out of nowhere.
d. They saw an extra terrestrial.
59. The thief used to take ________ rupees from the money everybody which was given by
Anil for grocery shopping.
a. 1
b. 10
c. 50
d. 5
60. The chapter is all about a pet animal named Tricki. Who was Tricki?
a. A Rabbit
b. A Cat
c. A Mouse
d. A Dog
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